
Karim Lahidji

Dr. Karim Lahidji was president of FIDH from 2013 to
2016 and vice-president from 1998 to 2013. Abdol-Karim
Lahidji has been a human rights activist since attending
Tehran University Law School in the late 1950s. Whilst at
Law  School,  Mr.  Lahidji  was  arrested  and  imprisoned
twice for publicly defending the right to free expression
and political dissent. He received his doctoral degree in
Private Law from Tehran University.

During the 1970s, Mr. Lahidji played a discrete but central
role in persuading a number of international personalities to travel to Iran to raise questions about
the  treatment  of  political  prisoners.  It  was  partly  due  to  these efforts  that  in  1975 the  Iranian
government felt compelled to sign the International Covenant on Civil  and Political Rights and
permit the International Committee of the Red Cross to visit Iran’s prisons.  Mr. Lahidji became
defence counsel for a number of prominent political dissidents on trial before both military and
civilian courts.

In December 1977,  Mr. Lahidji and 28 professors, writers, jurists and political leaders wrote a letter
to the UN Secretary General announcing the establishment of the first ever human rights group in
Iran: the Iranian Association for the Defence of Liberty and Human Rights. A primary goal of this
initiative was to promote the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in the country at large and to
educate  the  general  public  on  the  vital  importance  of  protecting   human   rights   in   a  
modernising   society.   Mr.   Lahidji   was   elected   the  Association’s  spokesperson.  In  1978,
human rights activities in Iran grew more daring and vocal.  This led to attacks on Mr. Lahidji
himself, with a bomb blast at his office on 27 April 1978 and then a serious attack on his person by
State security agents.

After the fall of the Pahlavi monarchy in 1979, Karim Lahidji declined then Prime Minister Mehdi
Bazargan’s offers of positions as justice minister and minister of education in   his   cabinet.   Mr.  
Lahidji   and   three   other   top   jurists   were   commissioned   by   the government   to   draft  
Iran’s   first   Constitution.   However,   their   democratic   draft   was substituted with a despotic
law by an Assembly of largely pro-theocratic rulers. Mr. Lahidji boycotted the referendum on the
new draft Constitution and the ensuing presidential election.

Mr. Lahidji publicly condemned the executions that followed the 1979 show trials of the Islamic
Revolution  Courts.  In  May  1981,  Mr.  Lahidji  was  forced  to  go  into  hiding  and,  after  being
smuggled out of Iran he bagan a life of exile in Paris where he founded a new organisation, the
League for the Defence of Human Rights in Iran (LDDHI) in 1983. Ever since, this group   has  
been engaged in exposing Iran’s human rights violations and publicising the danger facing Iran’s
dissidents at home. In 1986, LDDHI joined FIDH.

In 1990, he was the recipient of Human Rights Watch’s award for outstanding monitors of human
rights in the world. He is honorary president of FIDH.


